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Gree�ngs Members and Friends of Congrega�onal 

UCC, 

 

I pray this message finds you safe, secure, and 

well. 

 

“Oh!…You belong to that church!” When was the 

last time (if ever) you heard that sentence? What 

was that experience like? How did that 

experience shape the way you read that sentence 

just now? Positively? “Oh, that church, the one 

that does that awesome stuff!” Or, negatively, 

“Oh, that church, the one that doesn’t believe 

what I believe!” It could be either. Any church that 

is “that church” is making an impression and is 

known by more than just the people who attend it. 

Of course, as more people take notice, there is no 

way everyone is going to appreciate what we’re 

doing. But, for a community that exists because it 

has a message the world needs to hear, making 

an impression is the only way for people to 

discover the Good News of God’s boundless love. 

 

And this is a unique opportunity. In this time of 

pandemic, the world is changing. We are in a 

moment I believe Adrian van Kaam, Dutch 

Catholic priest, professor, psychologist, and writer 

called a “transcendence crisis.” This term 

describes a moment when suddenly, nothing 

seems to function the same anymore. People, 

communities, businesses find ourselves in crisis 

because none of our well-worn patterns work. 

These can be moments for despair, even loss of 

faith and hope. I pray that is not where you find 

yourself. That is far from the only option. A 

transcendence crisis is an opportunity to 

reevaluate things. To ask why things worked 

initially, what need was being met, and why they 

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. - Isaiah 43:18-19 

aren’t working anymore. These moments are a 

call to dig below the surface and get to the heart 

of our faith and call as a church.  

 

To that end, there has been a lot happening and I 

give thanks for the leadership and members of 

this church for accepting this moment of profound 

and worldwide transcendence crisis as an 

opportunity rather than a catastrophe. Here are 

just a couple of the things that we are doing to 

respond to this unprecedented moment and help 

move boldly and thoughtfully into the future. 

 

First, worship has moved online. So far, based on 

feedback, this has been well received. Even 

better, our worship reach has extended beyond 

the people who would have been able to 

physically attend and even regular members are 

watching services at times other than Sunday 

morning. We have begun to discover an online 

worship identity all our own and distinct from 

(though firmly rooted in) our in-person worship. It 

has been a lot of work but is incredibly exciting. 

Additionally, meetings are happening by phone 

and even our Lenten book study moved online. 

That worked well enough that an online Bible 

Study is going to begin soon. (Details in this 

newsletter!) While we are eagerly anticipating 

being able to gather together again, this online 

presence has become something we clearly need 

to continue nurturing as we seek to deepen and 

expand our ability to share the Good News.  

 

Second (and only second because online worship 

is such a huge shift we are all dealing with now), I 

am so excited to let everyone know that Building 

A Safer Evansville (BASE) will be moving their 

offices into two under utilized rooms in the church 
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when the Safer At Home order reaches a stage 

where we can gather volunteers. BASE is a local 

organization committed to helping improve the lives 

of all of Evansville’s citizens. It is focused on 

substance abuse prevention and addiction 

recovery, providing resources for better physical 

and mental health, and working against prejudice. 

Our church’s values beautifully overlap with BASE 

and, in my work with them, I have been able to 

develop deeper connections within Evansville. 

Continue reading the newsletter for more about 

how this came about, all the wonderful benefits, 

and to read a message of introduction from BASE 

Executive Director Jennifer Braun. 
 

Things are scary right now, but it is my sincere 

prayer that you are finding ways to stay connected, 

to the church, to one another, to your faith. I do not 

believe God “wills” tragedies and pandemics, but I 

do believe God is present and working, able to 

bring good out from whatever the world might do. I 

believe that is the case here. I believe this 

transcendence crisis is calling us to move faithfully 

and hopefully into the new thing God is doing. 
 

The scripture for this month’s message is the same 

as my first ever newsletter message to 

Congregational UCC. This also feels like the 

beginning of a new chapter in my ministry here and 

that is exciting. I have learned a lot about this 

church during our first chapter and I have begun to 

find the areas in Evansville where the particular 

ministry gifts I bring can be most fruitfully used. It is 

a tumultuous time but, as unsettling as such 

moments are, they are also incredible 

opportunities…opportunities to become that church 

in the best possible way for so many people who 

need to know God loves them. I 

pray you know the peace and 

promise of God’s presence right 

now and can prayerfully perceive 

the new thing God is doing in this 

unsettling time.  
 

God’s grace and peace be with 

you all, 

 

 

Pastor Shaun 

Continued from page 1 

Good News on Hiatus for the     

Summer 

Next month’s June newsletter will be 

our final for this program year.  

In the summer we don’t have  enough     

activities necessitate a newsletter. Our 

weekly announcements will keep  you 

updated on all the church      happen-

ings. 

If you have anything you’d like included 

in the announcements  get the          

information to us by the Monday before 

the announcements are sent. 

The Good News will return  with our 

September newsletter. 

Office Hours 

Pastor Shaun and Denise will be hosting open 

office hours on Zoom. If you want to pop in for a 

question or a conversation, this is a great way 

to do that! However, it is still best to call or 

schedule a meeting if you want to discuss 

something more personal. Office hours will be 

Mondays and Wednesdays. Denise will be on 

from 10:00 - 11:30 and Pastor Shaun will be on 

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Join online or by phone. 

Pop in yourself or plan a time with other     

members as well to all talk together!  

To come to open office hours the details are: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87415772966?

pwd=cmRkU1ExRmtOUk1iaFNpdHU2ZUNCdz

09 

Or call: 1-312- 626- 6799  

Meeting ID: 874 1577 2966 

Password: 077174   

Photo Prateek 
Katyal https://
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

In light of COVID-19 EECC is not      

accepting donations. They are           

accepting monetary donations and 

then will   purchase the items they 

need. There is a high demand for 

food at this time your donation will 

be greatly      appreciated.  

Checks can be mailed to:  

EECC 

P.O. Box 651                                   

Evansville, WI 53536  

 

On the memo line you can write: 

 “Donation from Congregational UCC. 

 

 

Strengthen the Church Offering  

more information coming soon! 

� Prayers for Marcy Patterson  

� Prayers for Kent and Mary Libby 

� Prayers for Roger Schnabel’s brother, Ken. 

� Joy for the Ammerman family as they welcome a new member to the family, grandson    

Bennett Ryan Ammerman. 

� Joy for the Kruser family as they welcome a new member, grandson  Ansel Bernard Kruser. 

� Prayers for everyone in this time of Covid-19. 

Summer Worship Time 

Summer Worship hours will begin 

on Sunday, June 7th. We will     

worship at 9:30 a.m. through out the 

summer and return to 10:30 in the 

fall. 

Camp Scholarship have been given to:  

Layla Morgan 

Sage Beck 

Lainey Beck 

 

 

The earnings from the Mission portion of 

the Endowment Fund was able to provide 

the scholarships listed above. 

 

The  Women’s Fellowship  meeting  

for May  has been cancelled. 

Congrats! 

• Asher Schumacher  graduates 

from Evansville High School and 

will be attending Whitewater this 

fall. 

• Congratulations to  Gabe Hermanson he is graduating from 

Evansville High School he will be attending Blackhawk Tech 

to study welding! 
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Building A Safer Evansville (BASE) 

As mentioned in Pastor Shaun's message in 

this newsletter, BASE will be moving their       

offices into two under-utilized rooms in our 

church and we want to give you the details 

on how this exciting news came to be.  

  

It all started when BASE Executive Director 

Jennifer Braun reached out to Pastor Shaun 

about partnering in the agency's work with 

Evansville's LGBTQ+ population. That initial      

discussion opened up multiple more points 

of connection between our two organiza-

tions'   values so Pastor Shaun began      

participating in BASE meetings. His           

involvement with BASE led Pastor Shaun to 

meet with Evansville Police Chief Reese 

which has created even more opportunities 

for partnering in community action. This    

includes potentially hosting an upcoming 

event at our church. When Jennifer and 

Chief Reese came to look at our space,    

discussion came up about BASE offices 

which inspired Pastor Shaun to have them 

also look at a couple of our rooms which   

began more discussion. 

 

The rooms in question are the two rooms on 

the main floor furthest from the sanctuary, 

the storage room by the lift and the room  

immediately across the hall. When BASE  

expressed  interest, Pastor Shaun discussed 

this with Tammy to ensure there was no  

conflict with Magic Moments and their       

operations or service to our community. 

Then he brought the request first to the   

Trustees and then to Council where it was 

made into a motion and unanimously        

approved at the March Council meeting. 

There is a lot of excitement about this, and 

for good reason. 

 

This is an incredible opportunity for all      

parties. For our church, we get a little extra 

income each year and have a low-impact 

renters who will be using the rooms as       

offices, caring for and cleaning the rooms 

themselves, and occasionally requesting use 

of the Inspiration Den (though most of 

BASE's work and meetings happen in a    

variety locations throughout the  community). 

We also increase the presence and visibility 

of our church and our values as a center of 

life in Evansville. We even finally have a  

reason to go through and clean up those two 

rooms which have become "catch-alls." We 

will discard what is not salvageable but     

remove and care for the items that are      

important. As for BASE, they get an          

affordable, comfortable, & functional space 

for their offices within a building already 

home to two organizations that align with 

their mission. 

 

This is a wonderful opportunity and we are 

incredibly excited! You would have been 

hearing much more about this sooner, if not 

for the pandemic and all the information and 

Zoom codes that we have needed to push 

out, creating a flood of information recently. 

When Safer-at-Home moves into a phase 

where it is safe to gather people, we are    

going to schedule a     volunteer day to clean 

out the rooms and move BASE in. BASE will 

be bringing their own    volunteers to help as 

well.  

 

I hope you will greet BASE with open arms 

and messages of welcome! I pray you are as    

excited as your church leaders are about this 

opportunity for our church. Details about       

volunteering to clean/move will come out 

when we know when that can happen. Until 

then, please "Like" Building a Safer Evans-

ville on Facebook and get plugged into all 

the amazing things they're doing (if you 

aren't already)! This is an exciting new    

chapter for our church and our place within 

Evansville. We are so happy to have all of 

you as a part of it! 
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 B.A.S.E. Introduction 

Hello Congregational UCC members, my 

name is Jen Braun and I am Executive    

Director of Building A Safer Evansville 

(BASE) and I want to start off with sending 

a heart-felt THANK YOU for welcoming us 

into your space. We are looking forward to 

this move and continued partnership that 

fits perfectly with our mission which is to 

connect with community partners and      

inspire action to create a safe, healthy  

community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BASE was formed in 2009 with a focus on 

reducing youth substance misuse and 

abuse and has since expanded out mission 

to include the mental health, physical health 

and outreach to the LGBTQ+ community. 

We provide education, training, expertise, 

advocacy and information about mental 

health and substance abuse to the          

Evansville community. BASE is the       

mastermind working with community     

partners to host events like Shop With A 

Cop, Evansville Night Out, the Community 

Art Gala and Medication Take Back Days. 

Staff changes depending on funding, as 

most of our funding comes through federal 

grants, but we currently have two staff 

members.  

A little about me, I have been with BASE 

since the beginning, I started as the     

Project Coordinator in 2009 and was    

promoted to Executive Director in 2012. I 

love strategic planning, problem solving 

and have a passion for community out-

reach and working with youth. I have 3 

children, aged 18, 7 and 5 and we love 

hiking, skiing, kayaking, biking, really any 

outdoor activities. 

 

Mark Mellecker has served as BASE’s 

Project Coordinator since February of this 

year. He has a background in Theatre Arts 

and Cinema and hails from Iowa, Mark  

recently moved to Evansville with his wife 

McKenzie and their pup. He’s a huge   

Cardinal’s fan (we try not to hold that 

against him) and is really missing baseball 

season right now.  

 

BASE has a vision to create a community 

that is safe, healthy and inclusive and we 

are excited that to continue to partner with 

Congregational UCC and Pastor Shaun to 

work on that vision. Thank you! 

• Thank you to Emmy Hurtley for taking care of our church dur-

ing the stay at home order and removing the wreaths from 

our doors. 

• Thank you to Tammy Eckhoff and Tina Harnack for taking 

care of the church mail. 

• Larry and Bonnie Luchsinger for the beautiful Lenten/Easter 

art piece. 

Thank Thank Thank Thank     

You!You!You!You!    
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March 10 
Bible Study 

Beginning Thursday, May 7th at 5:30 p.m., Congregational UCC will offer a weekly Bible Study 

available online or by phone. For the first few weeks we will focus on the lectionary verses for that 

Sunday. (So Thursday, May 7th we will look at John 14:1-14.) As we progress, we can choose 

scripture based on topics or other interests class members express.  

 

We hope you can make some time, maybe add a little needed   struc-

ture(?) to your week. Grab your dinner if you're eating at that time and 

join us! This is a chance to hear each other's voices and take this op-

portunity to be together around God's Word. If you are interested, 

please let Denise or Pastor Shaun know and meeting information will 

be forwarded to you.  

 El Salvador Concerns 

At the last Council meeting the members discussed the situation in El 

Salvador during COVID-19. The country is on a strict lock down with 

military soldiers monitoring peoples’ movements. We have an          

established account from the money you donated to Rosibel, the girl in 

El Salvador with medical needs. The Council decided to send $300 

from the account to Rosibel’s family for food and medical needs. 
 

In the next newsletter I’ll give you a more detailed message from our 

partner in the All God’s Children program and include an updated  

photo of Rosibel. This money will greatly benefit Rosibel. 

Thank you so much for your help.          

- Chris Felton 

Twice Weekly Meditative Prayer Service 

There are a lot of different ways God speaks to people in worship. Right now, when we don't have 

access to patterns and ritual forms that are familiar, we are looking for different ways we can 

reach people. We recognize that not every aspect of virtual worship is working for everyone 

(whether technologically or spiritually). One of the things that received positive feedback from 

members who participated was our Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil. That was meaningful for Pastor 

Shaun to create as well yet we don't have anything quite like that experience in our regular      

worship offerings. As a result, we're going to begin offering two Meditative Prayer Services each 

week on Tuesday and Friday evenings at 7:20. Each will be about 10 minutes long. If you can't 

make it at that time, they will be recorded and put up on our      

website where they can be accessed any time. Services will begin 

Friday May 8th when the recordings of all the Holy Saturday       

recordings will be posted.  

 

If you find you connect with God more deeply in moments of quiet 

reflection, or even if our current online worship isn't giving you   

everything you need, please join us for this time of scripture,       

silence, and prayer. 
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