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Greetings members and friends of 

Congregational UCC, 

 

I pray this message finds everyone well. 

 

We are moving into the season of Lent, a time to 

pause and reflect on our faith, to consider what 

we are doing with our lives and why we are doing 

it. This is a season of fasting and a season of 

taking on spiritual practices. It is a time when we 

recognize the ways we fall short and ask God for 

forgiveness. Built into that request for forgiveness 

is the promise to do things differently going 

forward and asking for God’s strength and 

guidance to allow us to change our actions for the 

better. That is what I’d like us to consider as a 

community. 

 

In the past you may have heard me allude to an 

article by Thom Schultz that compared mainline 

churches to the Kodak Corporation. If I may 

paraphrase that article for our setting here, the 

author essentially says that Kodak mistakenly 

believed it was in the business of making film. 

When in reality, Kodak was in the business of 

helping people capture moments and memories. 

Even though Kodak was initially very well 

positioned to become a leader in digital 

photography, the company preferred to continue 

doing what they had always done. It had been a 

very profitable model for a very long time and was 

familiar.  However eventually, as we know, Kodak 

fell behind. Photography looks entirely different 

than it did in Kodak’s heyday. The world has 

passed it by.  

 

The author then asks churches to look in the 

mirror and ask ourselves if we have lost sight of 

what “business” we’re in. Are we allowing 

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a 
foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with 

care how to build on it. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that 
foundation is Jesus Christ. -1 Corinthians 3:10-11 

ourselves to become obsolete? Are churches 

refusing to admit the world has changed and is 

still changing? I hear frequent laments about how 

busy everyone is and how work and youth sport 

schedules do not respect the sanctity of Sunday 

mornings anymore. But, is our purpose as a 

church to maintain a building and create a 

Sunday morning service for people to attend? 

That is certainly an important piece of what we 

do, but isn’t Sunday morning itself in service to 

something greater? Something we should be 

really focusing on? I would say that the real 

purpose of the church is to use prayer, study, 

music, mission, and worship to help people 

connect with God as revealed through Jesus 

Christ. That can happen anytime, anywhere and 

in an innumerable amount of ways. 

 

In the verse from 1 Corinthians quoted above, 

Paul is telling the church that there is only one 

foundation and we are called to build something 

meaningful upon it. In a world where newspapers, 

phone books, and film cameras are obsolete 

(something that seemed impossible even 15 or 

20 years ago), churches are not exempt from 

needing to revolutionize how we accomplish our 

true goal of revealing God’s presence and love. 

Most people are not walking into churches 

looking for the right fit anymore. We need to go 

out to them! We are the ones who say we have 

Good News to share! So we are the ones who 

need to be flexible. We need to be able to meet 

people where they are and share our message in 

ways it can be heard, not insist people first walk 

through our doors and hear this life-changing 

message only the way we prefer to tell it. 

 

I believe the way forward for churches is to get 
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back to basics. But that doesn’t mean returning to 

something that worked in the world of another time. 

Getting back to basics means praying for guidance 

as we rediscover how to share our faith in this new 

world. It means discerning what the point of all this 

time and energy put into church is, and how best to 

direct it. So, as you do  your Lenten devotionals, 

meditations, or fasting, I ask that you take a little 

time to consider how the church can get back to 

the basics of sharing our message with the world. 

This Lent, let’s start the process of getting back to 

the point that all the rest of this has been built 

upon.  

 

God’s grace and peace be with you all, 

 

 

 

Pastor Shaun 
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Join us for  Lenten Soup suppers on 

March 4, 11,18, 25 and April 1 at  5:45 

Pastor Shaun will give a devotional. 

Annual Directory 

We now have an annual directory! 

Please pick up your directory in the 

sanctuary. If you do not pick up it up by 

March 2 it will be mailed to you.  

Birthdays and anniversaries are 

located at the back of the directory and 

will not be in the newsletter. 

If there are changes throughout the 

year they will be posted in the 

announcements so you may update 

your copy. 

 

Our Lenten Study this year will be Entering the Passion of Jesus: A 

Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week by New Testament Scholar Amy-Jill 

Levine . 

Books can be ordered from your favorite online bookseller, or speak to 

Denise if you would like the church to order a copy for you. In addition to 

the readings, discussion sessions will begin with a video in which Dr. 

Levine offers some insights into each week’s topic. Sessions will be 

Sunday mornings in Lent (March 1st—April 5th) beginning at 9:15 a.m.  

This year, join with your church family and prepare for Holy Week by 

taking time to reflect on all the things Jesus risked in his life and ministry.  
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 � Kent and Mary Libby 

� Kendall Schneider 

� Beth Ammerman and Family 

� Dolores Schumacher and Family 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing partners with international 

partners to provide clean water, food, education and health 

care, small business micro-credit, advocacy and 

resettlement for refugees and displaced persons, and 

emergency relief and rehabilitation. OGHS also supports 

domestic and international ministries for disaster 

preparedness and response. 

We will take the OGHS offering on March 22. 

We are collecting feminine hygiene products in March. 

We collected 204 rolls of toilet paper for the Evansville 

Care Closet in the month of January. 

We collected approximately  44 toothpaste, 166 

toothbrushes, 20 floss, 13 mouthwash in the month of 

February. 

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP ARE AVAILABLE AGAIN THIS YEAR.  

Church camp and warm weather will soon be here. Monies are available 

from the Mission portion of the Endowment Fund. 

If you are interested in receiving scholarship money please fill out the camp 

scholarship form below and turn it into the church office. Additional forms 

are available in church office. Deadline for application is April 15. 
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March 8th 

Thank you to Sue Deininger,   

Emmy Hurtley, Bonnie Luchsinger, 

Elvina Patterson for providing 

treats for coffee hour in February. 

      

Thank  you to all the good help for Genevieve Fellows 

funeral lunch. 

Set-up: Ardis Zwicky 

Clean: Norma Bjugstad 

Serve: Emmy Hurtley, Ruth Sperry, Ardis Zwicky 

 

- Elvina Patterson 

Thank you to all the people who helped with Bob 

Schumacher’s funeral lunch: Ruth & Eugene Sperry, 

Sue and Zeke Deininger, Ardis & Steve Zwicky,   

Tony Ryerson, Elvina Patterson, Emmy Hurtley, 

Norma Bjugstad and Kendall Schneider. 

- Debbie Schneider 

Music Team Looking for New 
Members 
 
If you love the music in our worship 
services, please consider joining our 
music team. The music team helps 
ensure our worship continues to have 
beautiful music to accompany hymns 
as well as choir and occasional 
special musical offerings. 
 
If you're interested in participating in 
this team but want to know more, 
please speak with Norma, Kendall, or 
Pastor Shaun for more information. 
 
Thank you for considering this 
wonderful ministry for our church!  

Thank your Norma Bjugstad and 

Denise Frey for all the extra 

sprucing up of the church they do. 

The extra care you give our 

church is very much appreciated. 

The beautiful flowers in the sanctuary 

February 16 were from the Genevieve 

Fellows funeral. 

Please update your Annual Directory ! 

Matt Zwicky 

4832 Clark Street  #118 

Chicago, Il 60640 
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