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Greetings Members and Friends of 

Congregational UCC, 

 

I pray this message finds you well. 

 

While I gave you a bit of an update on what I was 

doing with my summer last month, now that my 

annual service to my command is complete, I 

wanted to give a final wrap up. This has been a 

long summer. Back here at home, we were trying 

to balance a couple of different things. In 

consultation with the church council I opted to 

take 4 weeks of service time instead of the 

required two. By taking the extra time away, not 

using my paid time off, and pre-recording worship 

so we didn’t need to get anyone to fill in, I was 

able to save the church a considerable amount of 

money in a time when we are all attentive to that. 

When I presented the options given to me, the 

council chose breaking up my time away so I 

would not be gone for a month straight. That is 

why I was away for two weeks, back for two, and 

then away for two more.  

 

All-in-all, it worked quite well. In hindsight, 

however, and in the time of COVID-19, that 

decision to split up the time did have its own 

drawbacks. It meant flying back and forth twice 

instead of once. It meant isolating myself the two 

weeks in a room at home in between trips and 

then again once I returned after the second trip to 

keep my family safe. (As I write this I still have 

another two days of quarantine before I can 

comfortably reintegrate fully into the house.) 

Combine all that with my work to get ahead 

recording, editing, and uploading worship and 

prayer services and the preparation time needed 

for the funerals before I left, along with all the 

travel logistics (some of which didn’t go as 

planned) and my four weeks away became two 

No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. - John 15:13  

very full and difficult months. I greatly appreciated 

your prayers through it all. 

 

Because, all that said, it was incredibly 

meaningful work I feel honored and blessed to 

have done. It was worth the effort to be able to 

serve by providing such important ministry. There 

were powerful moments in learning about 

people’s lives, and being a sign of God’s care in 

the midst of the military honors. There was one 

incident I will never forget when, due to some 

apparent family conflicts, I handed the folded flag 

to no one. Myself and the Honor Guard were all 

that sailor had in that moment. That was a 

responsibility everyone took very seriously. All of 

this was happening in an Arlington Cemetery 

currently closed to tourists because of the 

pandemic, so there is perhaps even a greater 

aura of silence and respect than normal. This has 

already been quite a first assignment to receive 

as a chaplain. 

 

It was also a joy to be able to provide worship at 

home even while I was away. I cannot thank 

Denise enough for facilitating the Zoom on 

Sunday mornings for worship and Tuesday 

evenings for the prayer services while I was 

away. That is far outside of her normal working 

hours, but she was able to make it work and it did 

help keep some sense of normalcy (whatever that 

means right now) back here at home.  

 

At council there was expressed interest in hearing 

more about my time away. I would love to speak 

with anyone who wants to know more. So we will 

have a Zoom meeting on an evening in 

September when I can share some stories and 

answer questions. Keep an eye out for a date and 

time. We will use the normal Zoom information for 
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Sunday Worship to keep things simple. 

 

The scripture I chose above speaks to love being 

shown through sacrifice. That was a common 

theme in the services I officiated in DC and, I 

believe, it is revealed in all everyone affiliated with 

this church did to make that service possible. Love, 

like a church, is built upon people’s willingness to 

live the truth that we get what we need in life when 

we give to others, not when we take for ourselves. 

That is something I’ve developed an ever deeper 

appreciation of over the last few months. 

 

Thank you again for your willingness to extend the 

impact of your ministry so far beyond this 

community. 

 

God’s grace and peace be with you all, 

 

 

 

Pastor Shaun 

 

Continued from page 1 

A gift from Gus for the journey. 

Pastor Shaun shared the following pictures 

from the his time in Washington D.C.  



Leia and Gus are happy to have him home.  

Pastor Shaun shared the following pictures 

from the his time in Washington D.C.  
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Women’s Fellowship has been cancelled 

for the rest on 2020.  

 We hope to see everyone in 2021! 

September 13  

Sunday Worship 

 returns to 10:30 a.m. 

08/24/2020 

To Our Church Family, 

This is to tell you how much Ken and I appreciate your kindness with cards, notes phone calls and 

most of prayers. We have experienced nearly two years of nothing but bad news. Finally, on 

Friday, we received good news from the UW Carbone Cancer Center that Kent is in remission and 

will need to be checked every three months. 

Prayer really does work. Thank you. 

I want to especially thank Pastor Shaun for being there with us in our darkest and lowest times. 

I also want to thank Glenn Kruser fro coming to my rescue when I didn’t know exactly what to do in 

emergency situations. 

What a God send Shaun and Glenn were for Kent and me. 

We’re home celebrating every day and thanking God for this bonus.  

Bless all of you for being our church family and your loving care and prayers. 

Kent joins me in wishing all of you the very best. Stay safe and healthy as we navigate through the 

pandemic. 

Best, 

Mary Libby 

Thanks again for all the cookies and  volunteers 

for the community meal. It was a great success! 

The Community Meal 

Jolene Schnabel, Pastor Shaun, Chris Felton 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

Recent Directory changes: 

The Bjugstads no longer have a home  phone: 

Oscar’s cell number is: 608-322-9065 

Norma’s cell number is: 608-290-6092 

 

Gina Wyse has moved her new address is:  

519 Porter Road 

Evansville, WI 53536 

   

                   Doug and Becky Patterson have a new email: 

                   mmpat4@gmail.com 

� Joy for Kent Libby’s full remission! 

� Dolores Schumacher 

Sunday School will look a little different this year since we cannot meet in 

person for now.  We will be doing an online Sunday School at 10:00 each 

Sunday that includes crafts we will do together and continuing our message 

of kindness, love and learning about the Bible.  We will meet online 

together and wrap up in time for Pastor Shaun to begin our regular church 

services.  Heidi will be sending an email out to the Sunday School group 

soon with details on the meeting link and getting crafts/supplies out to 

everyone.  We will begin Sunday School on September 13th.  If you have 

any questions or creative ideas, please feel free to email or call Heidi to 

share them!  We miss everyone and are very much looking forward to 

being "virtually together" soon!  

Heidi Elmer-Beck 608.290.2641  

cell phone heidie896@yahoo.com  
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  AWARE AGENCY UPDATE 
It’s still looking green outside and weeds are still growing but cooler days are coming! 

        
Our church’s participation in the AWARE agency’s drive for children’s hats and mittens/gloves is 
underway!  Because of the situation with COVID -19, AWARE is asking us for monetary donations. 
Then they will purchase the items they need to keep Evansville’s kiddos warm and toasty. 
AWARE’S director, Julie Hermanson, emphasized that mittens and gloves are most needed. There 
are some knitters in town who make hats and caps for them so Julie will be mostly buying thick, 
waterproof mittens and gloves with our donated money. Here is the information for mailing your 
check: 
                              AWARE Agency 
                             209 S. First St. 
                             Evansville, WI 53536 
Make the check out to AWARE and write “CUCC for mittens/gloves” on the memo line. 
Thank you once again for thinking of our neighbors in Evansville. 
Your generosity is appreciated.  

Thank you to those who have 

volunteered for Meals on Wheels in 

October. During this time of isolation 

your visit is extra important and 

welcomed. 

Care Closet Update 

The Care Closet retail store  is open Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Masks are 

required and all sales are final. Five people will be allowed in the store at a time and must 

social distance while shopping or waiting outside. 

Beginning September 2 the Care Closet will accept donations on Wednesdays by appointment 

only. Please call 882-4532 to make an appointment. Donations will be received at the back 

dock door. Donations must be in your trunk and the attendant will remove them. They will 

accept clean, gently used clothing and small housewares. 

Food Pantry will remain available on Tuesdays by appointment.  

The Care Closet would like to thank our church members for their consistent support in the 

form of monetary donations. The shelves are fully stocked and they have been able to provided 

what the community members need.. 
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